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Article 9 - Co-Curricular Activities - Rights, Conduct, Rules and Regulations

Section 1 
Co-Curricular programs:

Co-curricular programs enrich the curriculum of the school by making available a wide variety of activities in which a student can participate.  The Dodge Public Schools will adhere to the rules and regulations set forth in Title IX guidelines on sex discrimination as well as other pertinent rules and regulations.

Section 2 
Activity Philosophy:  

Activities are considered an integral part of the school’s program of education which provide experiences that will help boys and girls physically, mentally and emotionally.  For the purpose of this policy activities shall be defined to mean all school sponsored activities athletic as well non-athletic  (i.e. school dances, student council activities,  FCCLA,  National Honor Society, homecoming, prom) activities. 

The element of competition and winning, though it exists, is controlled to the point it does not determine the nature or success of the program. This is considered to be educationally and psychologically sound because of the training it offers for living in a competitive society. Students are stimulated to want to win and excel, but the principles of good sportsmanship prevail at all times to enhance the educational values of contests.  We believe that participation in activities, both as a player and as a student spectator, is an integral part of the students’ educational experiences. Such participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school, to the team, to the student body, to the community and to the students themselves. In their play and their conduct, students are representing all of these groups. Such experiences contribute to the knowledge, skill and emotional patterns that they possess, thereby making them better people and citizens. 

Safety

The District’s philosophy is also to maintain an activities program which recognizes the importance of the safety of the participants.  To ensure safety, participants are required to become fully familiar with the dangers and safety measures established for the activity in which they participate, to adhere to all safety instructions for the activity in which they participate, and to exercise common-sense.  In addition, the District requires that activity team members travel to and from out-of-town events as a unit. Any exceptions to this rule must be approved by both the parents and the coach/sponsor and should be done in writing prior to the departure to the event. The note should be given to the coach/sponsor. Only those people involved with the activity will be allowed to travel in the school vehicle.  

Warning for Participants and Parents 

The purpose of this warning is to bring your attention to the existence of potential dangers associated with athletic injuries. Participation in any intramural or athletic activity may involve injury of some type. The severity of such injury can range from minor cuts, bruises, sprains and muscle strains to more serious injuries to the body’s bones, joints, ligaments, tendons, or muscles, to catastrophic injuries to the head, neck and spinal cord. On rare occasions, injuries can be so severe as to result in total disability, paralysis or death. Even with appropriate  coaching, appropriate safety instruction, appropriate protective equipment and strict observance of the rules, injuries are still a possibility.  

Section 3  
Activities

Sponsors and Organizations

Student organizations within the school may organize only after sponsors have been assigned.  Utmost care must be exercised in the selection of officers, since efficiency, not popularity, is the quality needed.

Meetings will be scheduled when requested by the president with the approval of the sponsors.  Permission must also be secured for the Principal to facilitate scheduling.  All major activities must be placed on the school calendar at the beginning of the year or at least a month in advance of the event so they may be included in the Daily Bulletin.  Early posting of dates will help avoid conflicts and ensure dates desirable for your group.

Class sponsor must be in attendance at all class meetings.  The actions of the organizations must meet with the approval of the sponsor and the administration of the school before adoption.  

The school reserves the right to supervise, regulate or disband any school organization.

Activity Accounts

All organization monies are deposited in the office and a receipt is given for each deposit.  Withdrawals are made by check authorized by the treasurer and sponsor of the organization. A certified accountant audits activity accounts each year.

All money taken in for activities or other events must be turned in to the office each day.  Organizations taking part in moneymaking projects must report and balance their books each week.  All projects must have approval of the office.  

In case of a family loss, any memorial donations or gift sent on behalf of an organization must be approved by the Administration. 

Art

The art department enters several contests each year.  Each year the department recognizes those students that promote and do well in art.  

Banquet and Prom

The juniors entertain the seniors at a banquet held in the spring of the year.  A public prom may be held to conclude the evening’s formal activities.  

The junior class from the eligible freshmen students selects waiters and waitresses.  To be eligible, students must maintain a cumulative semester average of 80%. Freshmen that have already been selected to be a waiter or waitress may be replaced if grades, conduct or improper actions change their eligibility status.  The number of waiters and waitresses is dependent upon the size of the banquet.  The junior class sponsors and the administration determine this number. 

All out of town dates must be signed up in the office by specified deadline.  No dates shall be over the age of 20.

Dance Team

The purpose of the Dodge High Dance Team is to promote spirit and support for the Dodge High Varsity Athletics.

A selection committee will select membership through tryouts in the spring.  This committee will be chosen from outside the Dodge community.

Family, Career  & Community Leaders of America

Family, Career & Community Leaders of America is a leadership organization for all high school students.  FCCLA is dedicated to the improvement of individual, family, and community life.  To become a member one must be presently taking or have taken one semester of family & consumer sciences (junior high family & consumer sciences are acceptable).  Activities include monthly meetings, district leadership conference, state leadership conference, district and state STAR events, moneymaking projects, special projects, community service and committee work.  Dues are as voted by the members.  One may  join at any time during the school year.

Homecoming

In the fall of the year, the students at Dodge High School (Grades 9-12) choose a Homecoming King and Queen from the senior class in a general election.  

All out of town dates must sign up in the office by date specified.  No date shall be over 20.

Music

The Music Department provides an opportunity in both instrumental and vocal music to participate in large group, small group and individual music.  Both vocal and instrument music concerts are held periodically during the school year.  In addition, the band performs at various times and events during the summer.

Play Production

Students may become involved in Play Production competition.  The cast competes in a Conference contest sponsored by the Cornhusker Conference and District and State contests sponsored by the NSAA.

Student Council

The Student Council represents the student body in affairs where opinions and decision of students are appropriate.  The strength of the organization depends on the class representatives.  

The purpose of the Student Council is to:

1.
promote better relations between students and faculty 

2.
promote better relations between  students and community

3. promote better feelings among students

4. afford training in citizenship 

5. ensure sincere respect for law and order

6. provide an opportunity for student participation in decision making

Students interested in being on the Student Council must sign up with the sponsor prior to the elections.  From this list the student body will vote for council members.  The student council consists of four seniors, three juniors, three sophomores, and two freshmen.  If there is not adequate interest, the numbers from each class may be increased or decreased accordingly.  

Yearbook

The yearbook staff produces a yearbook, which features all students, highlights, and activities of the school for the year.   Members of the yearbook class take photos, sell advertising, sell yearbooks, design and create yearbook pages on the computers. Yearbook is open to high school students each year. 

Section 4 
Athletics
Fall Sports

The fall season shall begin on the third Monday preceding the first Friday in September and close with State finals.

Football – A complete football program is offered.  It consists of varsity, reserve and junior high programs with all levels of competition playing an interscholastic schedule.

The head coach or sponsor shall retain the right to discipline a student in any reasonable manner including suspension. 

Varsity lettering is subject to the discretion of the head coach.

Volleyball – A complete volleyball program is offered.  It consists of varsity, reserve, freshmen and junior high competition.  

The head coach or sponsor shall retain the right to discipline a student in any reasonable manner including suspension. 

Varsity lettering is subject to the discretion of the head coach.

Winter Sports

The winter season shall begin on the fourth Monday preceding the first Friday in December and close with the State Finals.

Boys’ Basketball - A complete basketball program is offered.  It consists of varsity, reserve, freshmen and junior high competition.   

The head coach or sponsor shall retain the right to discipline a student in any reasonable manner including suspension. 

Varsity lettering is subject to the discretion of the head coach.

Girls’ Basketball - A complete basketball program is offered.  It consists of varsity, reserve, freshmen and junior high competition.   

The head coach or sponsor shall retain the right to discipline a student in any reasonable manner including suspension. 

Varsity lettering is subject to the discretion of the head coach.

Spring Sports

The spring season shall begin on the third Monday preceding the third Thursday in March and close with the State Finals.

Boys’ Track – A complete track program is offered.  It consists of varsity and junior high programs with all squads competing in an interscholastic schedule.

The head coach or sponsor shall retain the right to discipline a student in any reasonable manner including suspension. 

Varsity lettering is subject to the discretion of the head coach.  Athletes may letter by placing in a major meet (8 or more teams) or by scoring 7 or more points a certain number of dual and triangular meets that year.  The number of points required could change, depending on the number of dual and triangular meets that year.   Conduct, cooperation and attitude will also be taken into consideration determining whether the athlete will letter.  Coaches also reserve the right to letter athletes based on one or all of the following: effort, attitude, cooperation and leadership.

Girls’ Track – A complete track program is offered.  It consists of varsity and junior high programs with all squads competing in an interscholastic schedule.

The head coach or sponsor shall retain the right to discipline a student in any reasonable manner including suspension. 

Varsity lettering is subject to the discretion of the head coach.  Athletes may letter by placing in a major meet (8 or more teams) or by scoring 7 or more points a certain number of dual and triangular meets that year.  The number of points required could change, depending on the number of dual and triangular meets that year.   Conduct, cooperation and attitude will also be taken into consideration determining whether the athlete will letter.  Coaches also reserve the right to letter athletes based on one or all of the following: effort, attitude, cooperation and leadership.

Activity Letter and Award Procedures

Letters may be earned for the following activities on the high school varsity level: music (band and chorus), dance team, dramatics, volleyball, football, basketball, and track. 

When lettering in any activity:

a.  A “D” is awarded the first time a student letters.

b. The first time a student earns a letter in an activity, he/she will receive a pin and bar corresponding to the activity.

c. After the student receives a pin for an activity, a bar will be awarded for subsequent lettering in that activity.

d. Activity certificates will be awarded per student per year, indicating those activities in which the student has lettered or participated.

Section 5  
Activity Code of Conduct

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This activity code of conduct is supplemental to the Dodge Public Schools student code of conduct which is in Article 8 of this handbook and any action taken hereunder may be in addition to any action under the student code of conduct said policy.

Grounds for Co-curricular Discipline

The grounds for suspension from practices, participation in interscholastic competition, or other participation in co-curricular activities and competitions are set forth below.  In becoming familiar with the conduct rules for co-curricular activities, participants need to remember that they are not only representing themselves, but also, their school and community in all of their actions.  Special conduct rules exist for the reasons that:

Participants in Activities Assume Responsibility for Leadership and are Representatives of Our School: Participants in co-curricular activities assume a leadership role.  The student body, the community and other communities judge our school on the students conduct and attitudes, and how they contribute to our school spirit and community image.  The students' performance and devotion to high ideals make their school and community proud.

Activities are a Privilege:  Co-curricular activities have an important place in the educational program of the Dodge Public Schools.  It is a privilege for the students who choose to participate. Students who participate and are accepted into the program are expected to demonstrate  cooperation, patience, pride, character, self-respect, self-discipline, teamwork, sportsmanship, and respect for authority.  It is the belief that accepting responsibility for one's actions are a part of that philosophy.

The  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conduct rules apply to conduct of the student, regardless of whether the conduct occurs on and off school grounds.  (If the conduct occurs on school grounds, at a school function or event, or in a school vehicle, the student may also be subject to further discipline under the general student code of conduct).  The conduct rules apply to conduct which occurs at any time during the school year, and also includes the time frame which begins with the official starting day of the fall sport season established by the NSAA and extends to the last day of the spring sport season established by the NSAA, whether or not the student is a participant in an activity at the time of such conduct.

1.
Willfully disobeying any reasonable written or oral request of a school staff member, or the voicing of disrespect to those in authority.

2.
Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, or similar conduct in a manner that constitutes a substantial interference with school purposes.

3.
Sexual assault or attempting to sexually assault any person.

4.
Willfully causing or attempting to cause substantial damage to property, stealing or attempting to steal property of substantial value, or repeated damage or theft involving property.

5.
Causing or attempting to cause personal injury to a school employee, to a school volunteer, to any student, or to any other person.

6.
Threatening or intimidating any student for the purpose of, or with the intent of, obtaining money or anything of value from such student.

7.
Knowingly possessing, handling, or transmitting any object or material that is ordinarily or generally considered a weapon.

8. Engaging in the selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcoholic      beverages, tobacco, narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, inhalant or being under the influence of any of the above; or possession of drug paraphernalia. (Note:  The term “under the influence” for school purposes has a less strict meaning than it does under criminal law.  For school purposes, the term means any level of impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol on the breath or person of a student.  Also, it includes being impaired by reason of the abuse of any material used as a stimulant.  In addition, “possession” of alcohol or drugs will be considered to have occurred for  purposes of school rules if the student is in such close proximity to alcohol or drug (for example, a student being in a car where alcohol is in the back seat and no adults are present in the car)or to others who are consuming alcohol or drugs (for example, being at a student party at which other students are drinking) that school officials may reasonably determine that the student was in “possession” of the items as well).

9.
Engaging in the selling, using, possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in section 28-401, of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcoholic beverages, narcotics, drugs, controlled substance or inhalant.

10.
Truancy or failure to attend assigned classes or assigned activities.

11.
Tardiness to school, assigned classes or assigned activities.

12.
The use of language, written or oral, or conduct, including gestures, which is profane or abusive to students or staff members.  Profane or abusive language or conduct includes, but is not limited to, that which is commonly understood and intended to be derogatory toward a group or individual based upon race, gender, national origin, or religion.

13.
Public indecency.

14.
Repeated violation of any of the rules adopted by the school district or the school.

15.
Engaging in any unlawful activity as determined by the United States or the State of Nebraska.

16.
Dressing in a manner wherein such dress is dangerous to the student's health and safety or to the health and safety of others or is distractive or indecent to the extent that it interferes with the learning and educational process.

17.
Willfully violating the behavioral expectations for those students riding Dodge Public Schools transportation.

18.
The knowing and intentional possession, use, or transmission of a firearm or other dangerous weapon in a place where such items are prohibited.

19.
The knowing and intentional use of force in causing, or attempting to cause, personal injury to a school employee, school volunteer, or student, except if caused by accident, self-defense, or on the reasonable belief that the force used was necessary to protect some other person and the extent of force used was reasonably believed to be necessary.

20.
Failure to report for the activity at the beginning of each season; reporting for one activity may count as reporting on time if there is a change in activity within the season approved by the coach or the supervisor.

21.
Failure to participate in regularly scheduled classes on the day of an athletic/activity event.

22.
Failure to attend all scheduled practices and meetings.  If circumstances arise to prevent the participant's attendance, the validity of the reason will be determined by the coach.  Every reasonable effort should be made to notify the coach or supervisor prior to all missed practices or meetings.

23.
All other reasonable rules or regulations adopted by the coach or supervisor of a co-curricular activity shall be followed, provided that participants shall be advised by the coach or supervisor of such rules and regulations by written handouts or posting on bulletin boards prior to the violation of the rule or regulation.

24.
Failure to comply with any rule established by the Nebraska School Activities Association, including, but not limited to, the rules relating to eligibility.

Drug and alcohol violations:

Students who are found to be in violation of sub-paragraphs 8 and 9 of the above conduct rules shall be subject to the following disciplinary action.

First Violation –

a. If the student self reports (admits violating the Code of Conduct to appropriate school administration within 72 hours after the incident), the student will be suspended from competitive participation for 7 consecutive school days and be required to perform 7 hours of school service.  The suspension will remain in effect for the 7 consecutive school days or until the school service hours are completed, whichever is longer.  

b. If the student fails to self-report, the student will be suspended from competitive participation for 10 consecutive school days and will be required to perform 10 hours of school service. The suspension will remain in effect for the 10 consecutive school days or until the school service hours are completed, whichever is longer.

c. If the infraction occurs between activity seasons, in addition to the above school service hours, the student participant shall also forfeit participation in the first competitive activity of the new season in which they participate.  Activities for the purpose of this policy shall include, but not be limited to, NSAA and school sponsored activities.

d. The student will no longer be considered an activity participant in good standing.   After the student completes the sanctions outlined in (a), (b) and/or (c) above, to the satisfaction of the Activities Director, the student will then earn back their good standing. 

Second Violation (same school year) –

a.
If the student self reports (admits violating the Code of Conduct to             appropriate   school administration within 72 hours after the incident), the student will be suspended from competitive participation for 15 consecutive school days and be required to perform 15 hours of school service.  The suspension will remain in effect for the 15 consecutive school days or until the school service hours are completed, whichever is longer

b. If the student fails to self-report, the student will be suspended from competitive participation for 20 consecutive school days and will be required to perform 20 hours of school service. The suspension will remain in effect for the 20 consecutive school days or until the school service hours are completed, whichever is longer.

c. If the infraction occurs between activity seasons, in addition to the above school service hours, the student participant shall also forfeit participation in the first competitive activity of the new season in which they participate. Activities for the purpose of this policy shall include, but not be limited to, NSAA and school sponsored activities.

d. The student will no longer be considered an activity participant in good standing.   After the student completes the sanctions outlined in (a), (b) and/or (c) above, to the satisfaction of the Activities Director, the student will then earn back their good standing.


Subsequent Violations (same school year) -- Upon finding of a subsequent violation, the student will be suspended from all co-curricular activities for the remainder of the school year.

Procedures for Co-Curricular Discipline

Students may be suspended by the Principal or the Principal’s designee from practices or participation in interscholastic competition or participation in co-curricular activities for violation of rules and standards of behavior adopted by the Dodge Public Schools Board of Education or the administrative staff of the school.

The following procedures will be followed with regard to suspension:

1.
The school official(s) considering the suspension will make a reasonable investigation of the facts and circumstances and determine whether the suspension will help the student or other students, further school purposes, or prevent an interference with school purpose.

2.
Prior to commencement of the suspension, the student is to be given oral or written notice of the charges against the student.  The student will be advised of what the student is accused of having done, an explanation of the evidence the school has, and be given the opportunity to explain the student's version of the facts.    

3.
If the student is not readily available to meet with the school official for this purpose before the suspension is to begin, then the suspension may be imposed at that time so long as the opportunity for the student to hear the charges and evidence and for the student to tell his or her side of the story occurs as soon as reasonably practicable.  An effort to schedule a meeting for this purpose should be made by the student and the student’s parent or guardian as well.  Given the fact that c0-curricular activity suspension actions at times need to be taken outside the regular school day, a telephone conference may be used to give the student the opportunity to provide the student’s position. 

4.
Within two school days or such additional time as is reasonably necessary following the suspension, the Principal or Principal’s designee will send a written statement to the student and the student's parents, or guardian describing the student's conduct, misconduct or violation of the rule or standard and the reason for the action taken and the right to a hearing upon request on the specified charges.

5.
An opportunity will be afforded the student, parents, or guardian of the student, at their request, to confer on an informal basis with regard with the school official who has imposed the suspension and to give that school official any further information in the student’s defense.

6.
If the student or student's parents or guardian are not satisfied with the determination of the school official, an informal hearing may be requested before the Superintendent.  A form to request such a hearing must be signed by the parent or guardian will either be provided with the initial notice letter or be made available in the Principal’s office.  This request must be received by the Principal within five days of receiving the initial written notice of suspension.

7.
If a hearing is requested, it shall be held within ten calendar days of the request.  The Superintendent will notify the participants of the time and place of the hearing within five days of receiving the request.  There will be no stay of the penalty imposed pending an appeal.

8.
Upon conclusion of the hearing, a written decision will be rendered within five school days.  The written decision will be mailed or otherwise delivered to the participant, parents or guardian.  A record of the hearing (copies of documents provided at the hearing and a tape recording or other recordation of the hearing itself) shall be kept by the school.

9.
Nothing contained in this regulation shall prevent the participant, parents, guardian or representative from discussing and settling the matter with the appropriate school personnel at any stage.

Attendance and Academics:  

Student participants are expected to apply themselves academically by following these expectations:

1.
Attend school regularly and show evidence of sincere effort towards scholastic achievement.


2.
Be on time for all scheduled practices, contests and departure for contests.  In the event a participant is unable to attend a practice or contests he/she should contact the coach or sponsor in advance.  

a.       Half day attendance immediately preceding the activity on  the day of a contest is required to be eligible for the contest that day. Arrangements in advance for extenuating circumstances, such as doctor/dentist appointments, funerals or other activities, can be made with the Principal in writing.  Every attempt should be made to be in attendance the day of a contest.  Sleeping in to rest up for the game will not be considered an extenuating circumstance, nor will going home ill and then returning to play in the contest later that day. 

b.       If the activity is scheduled during the school day, the student must be in attendance that part of the day preceding the activity unless the Principal has excused the absence.


3.
Appearance:  Participants will dress appropriately for the activity in which they are involved and will at all times maintain a neat, clean and well groomed appearance.

Section 6
"Team Selection" and "Playing Time":  

"Team selection" and "playing time" decisions are the responsibility of the individual coach or sponsor of the activity.  Consistent, however, with the purposes of the activities program, the coaches and sponsors shall follow the following established guidelines for team selection and playing time decisions, along with such other guidelines as each individual coach and sponsor may develop which are not inconsistent with these established guidelines:

1.
School Representative.  Student participants must demonstrate that they can and will represent themselves and their school in a manner, which reflects the development of high ideals and appropriate values, which shall include good citizenship in the school and in the community.

2. Success.  Student participants must demonstrate that they can make the activity program more successful, both from a standpoint of competitive success and success in promoting a positive school spirit.  Characteristics for purposes of this criteria include the student's: (1) talent or skill, (2) desire to improve the student's own skills or talents as well as those of others in the activity, and (3) attitude of respect towards teammates, the coach, the school, and the community.

3. State Tournament participation/travel

a. Team Sports/Activities (Football, Volleyball, Basketball, Band, Choir)


The number of participants and travel roster will be determined by the 

Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA).  The addition of student managers, (those students who have performed such duties during the course of the regular season), to the roster shall be determined by the coaches and administration based upon the need and/or function of student managers for the respective function.

b. Individual Sport/Activities (Track, Speech, One-Act, Solos/Duets/Small Groups, etc.)

The number of participants and travel roster shall be limited to only those students who have met the NSAA qualifying criteria either individually or as a member of a small group.

Section 7
Academic Grade Standard for Activities Participation:

Participation in co-curricular school activities is encouraged and desirable for all students. At the same time, the principle mission and responsibility for each student is to establish a firm academic foundation.  A student participating in co-curricular school activities must therefore: 

1.
Have successfully completed 20 hours of class work the previous semester. 

a. If a student’s name appears on the failure list in two or more classes, in a one week grading period, the student will be ineligible for participation in any school activity for the following week (7 days).  

b. If a student’s name appears on the failure list two weeks in succession in the same class for one or more classes, the student will be ineligible for participation in any school activity for the following week (7 days).

2.  Academic requirements shall not apply to:

a.  Instructional field trips which are a part of the scheduled course learning experience; and,

b.
Activities or events, which are a part of the student’s, grade requirements. 

Section 8
Nebraska School Activities Eligibility Rules

In order to represent a high school in interscholastic athletic competition, a student must abide by eligibility rules of the Nebraska School Activities Association.  If you do not understand the summary of these rules listed below or you need an explanation of other requirements, consult the Principal or the Activities Director.

a. Student must be an undergraduate.

b. Student must be enrolled in at least 20 hours per week  and regular in attendance.

c. Student must be enrolled in some high school on or before the 11th school day of the current semester.

d. Student is ineligible if 19 years of age before August 1 of the current school year.

e. After a student’s initial enrollment in grade 9, he/she shall be ineligible after eight semesters of school attendance.

f. Student must have been enrolled in school the preceding semester.

g. Student must have received 20 semester hours of credit the preceding semester.

h. Once the season of a sport begins, a student shall compete only in athletic contests/meets in that sport, which are scheduled by his/her school.  Any other competition will render the student ineligible for the remainder of the season in that sport.  The season of a sport begins with the first date of practice as permitted by NSAA rules.

i. A student shall not participate on an all-star team while a high school undergraduate.

j. A student shall be ineligible for 90 school days to represent a school in interscholastic competition at the varsity level if the school is located in a school district other than the district in which his/her parents maintain their domicile,

k. A student is ineligible for 90 days if his/her parents have changed their domicile to another school district and the student has remained  in the former school that is in a different school district.  (EXCEPTION:  If parents have moved after school has started, have moved during the summer which immediately precedes the school year and the student is in grade twelve and has attended the high school for two or more years, the student is eligible for that school year in the school district from which the parents moved.)

Section 9
School Bus Regulations

The school bus activity rules are to be enforced by all school sponsors.  School bus sponsors are required to maintain order in the bus at all times, regardless of the lack of specific regulations for a problem.

a. The sponsor is in full charge of the busload of students.  The students   shall comply promptly with requests.  In the event that the sponsor does not control the students, the driver is directed to speak to the students.  If this does not work, the driver is instructed  to return immediately to Dodge with the load of students.-

b. The students must be on time.  The bus cannot be detained for those who are tardy.

c. Do not distract the driver at any time when he is driving.  Unnecessary conversation with the driver is prohibited.

d. Remain seated at all times when the bus is in motion.  Unload only when the sponsor instructs you to do so.

e. Students will not throw waste on the floor of the bus or out the windows.

f. Students are to be extremely quiet when traveling in traffic and approaching railroad crossings.

g. Students should not leave the bus from the emergency door except in an emergency.

h. Do not occupy seats in such a manner as to block aisles or close off exit path from rear to front of bus.

i. Everyone who rides the bus to an event must return to school on the bus unless they have a travel release signed by their parents or permission from the Principal.

j. Do not panic if an accident occurs.  Remember you are more than 10 times safer than if you were riding in a passenger car.

k. Damage to the bus shall be reported to the driver.

l. Never place any part of your body outside the bus windows.

m. Follow all instructions promptly from the sponsor or person in charge.

n. Treat this bus with respect and dignity – it is your classroom away from school.

o. Drivers are not responsible for personal belongings left on the bus.

p. Fighting will not be tolerated.

It is the activity bus rider’s responsibility to know the bus schedule when it is announced.  Any student that is in an activity is required to ride the activity bus.  If for some reason the student must ride with his/her parents, then the parents are responsible to contact the principal and ask for permission.  In unusual circumstances, the principal has the authority to grant or refuse permission because the principal is responsible for the welfare of these students.  No student may drive his own vehicle to or from an activity when participating in that activity.  The principal can only grant any variance from these rules.

Section 10
Student Fees Policy:  

The Board of Education of Dodge Public Schools has adopted this student fees policy in accordance with the Public Elementary and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act.  

5506.

The Board of Education realizes some activities may require additional expenditures, which are properly to be borne by students as a separate charge.  Such charges may be waived as specified below depending upon the student’s eligibility for the free and reduced-price lunch program.  No fee, specialized or non-specialized attire or equipment shall be required of students outside of this policy.  This policy does not apply to tuition payments by nonresident students.

For the purposes of this policy, the following shall apply:

1.
Extra curricular activities mean student activities or organizations which are supervised or administered by the school district, which do not count toward graduation or advancement between grades, and in which participation is not otherwise required by the school district:

2.     Post-secondary education costs means tuition and other fees associated            with obtaining credit from a post-secondary educational institution.

The district may charge student fees or require students to provide specialized equipment or attire in the following areas:

a. Participation in extracurricular activities, including extracurricular music courses;

b. Admission fees and transportation charges for spectators attending extracurricular activities;

c. Post-secondary education costs, limited to tuition and fees associated with obtaining credits from a post-secondary institution;

d. Transportation fees for option students not qualifying for free lunches and nonresident students as allowed by state statute;

e. Copies of student files or records as allowed by state statute;

f. Reimbursement to the district for property lost or damaged by the student;

g. Before-and-After-school or pre-kindergarten services in accordance with state statute;

h. Summer school or night school; and

i. Breakfast and lunch programs.

The district may also require students to furnish musical instruments for participation in optional music courses that are not extracurricular activities.  Students qualifying for free or reduced-price lunches shall be provided with a musical instrument of the school’s choice.

Waivers must be provided to students who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches, upon request,  for fees, specialized equipment and specialized attire required for participation in extracurricular activities.

The Superintendent shall establish a Student Fee Fund and ensure that funds collected as fees for the following purposes are properly recorded and deposited to it:

1. Participation in extracurricular activities;

2. Post-secondary education costs; and 

3. Summer or night school.

The Superintendent shall promulgate regulations outlining the purposes for which fees in these three areas are collected and shall ensure such fees are spent for those purposes.

The Superintendent shall promulgate regulations to be published annually in the student handbook authorizing and governing:

a. Any non-specialized clothing required for specific courses or activities;

b. Any personal or consumable items a student will be required to furnish for specified activities; and,

c. Any specialized equipment or specialized attire which a student will be required to provide for any extracurricular activity, including extracurricular music courses.

The Superintendent shall also promulgate regulations authorizing and governing the following areas:

a. All fees to be collected within above specified areas of this policy;

b. Any other types of specialized equipment or attire to be provided by all students as specified above;

c. Procedures and forms for students or parent/guardians to apply for waivers under this policy;

d. Deadlines for waivers of all types of fees;

e. Procedures for the handling of fees for students receiving post-secondary education costs;

f. Procedures for handling fees related to summer school or night school; and

g. Attendance requirements and procedures in connection with evening, weekend or summer use of facilities related to all extracurricular activities to avoid conflict with this policy.  

The maximum dollar amount of each fee must be specified as part of this policy.

Public concerns or complaints regarding required fees, attire or equipment shall filed with the Superintendent of Schools.

This policy shall be reviewed and readopted annually by August 1 at a regular or special meeting of the Board.  This shall include a review of the amount of money collected under this policy and the use of waivers as provided by this policy.  This policy shall be published in the student handbook at no cost to each household.

Legal Reference:
Neb. Constitution, Art. VII, Sect. 1, Nebraska Revised Statutes 79-215, 79-241, 79-605, 79-611, 79-734, 79-2104, 79-2,125 through 79-2,134, 79-1104, 79-1106 to 79-1108.

Policy Adopted:
July, 2002

Policy Revised:
July, 2003

Student Fees

The Board recognizes that while certain fees, specialized equipment, or specialized attire are appropriate and authorized, some students and their families are not financially able to afford them.  The school district will grant waivers upon request to the student of families eligible for free or reduced priced meals under the federal Child Nutrition program.

Waivers must be requested prior to the waiver deadline of September 1.  Waivers will not be approved retroactively for fees previously paid of specialized items or attire purchased by students.  Only those fees and items eligible for waivers as required by state statute shall be waived.

Parents or students eligible for waivers shall make an application on the form provided by the school district.  Applications may be made at any time but must be renewed annually.  Denial of a waiver may be appealed to the Superintendent, but eligibility is strictly dependent upon meeting financial guidelines established by the Child Nutrition program.

The school district will treat the application and the waiver process as any other student record and student confidentiality and access provisions will be followed.

The school district will annually notify parents and students of the waiver.  The student fee policy and guidelines will be published annually in the student handbook.

Students/Instructional Program

The district may charge student fees or require students to provide specialized equipment or attire in the following areas:

1. Participation in extracurricular activities, including extracurricular music courses;

2. Admission fees and transportation charges for spectators attending extracurricular activities;

3. Post-secondary education costs, limited to tuition and fees associated with obtaining credits from a post-secondary institution;

4. Transportation fees for option students not qualifying for free lunches and nonresident students as allowed by state statute;

5. Copies of student files or records as allowed by state statute;

6. Reimbursement to the district for property lost or damaged by the student;

7. Before-and-After-school or pre-kindergarten services in accordance with state statute;

8. Summer school or night school; and

9. Lunch programs.

The following fees, charges or fines will be assessed during the school year for students involved in the activities described.

Students may apply for waivers of some fees under the district waiver guidelines.  The student fee policy and guidelines are published annually in the Student Handbook.

ACTIVITY





MAXIMUM $ OF FEE

Breakfast





K-6
$  1.10/$ 1.25
    7-12
Lunch






K-6
$  1.75/$2.00
    7-12 

Milk Break






$20.00 per semester

Band Uniform cleaning fee




$  5.00

Game admission fee (Varsity)



$  4.00

Junior-Senior Prom





$15.00

Class Dues (Grades 9-12)




$10.00

Organization dues
$15.00






The district may require students to provide such personal and consumable items for extracurricular activities as the following: 

Blank audio or videotapes

Reeds for musical instruments

Make-up kits for drama

Protective mouthpiece for sports

Volleyball knee pads

The following extracurricular activities require specialized equipment or specialized attire to be provided by participating students.  Students qualifying for free or reduced price meals are eligible to apply for waivers under school policy.

ACTIVITY




DESCRIPTION

Dance Team




Performance uniform

Student Fee Waiver Application

Students whose families meet the income guidelines for free and reduced price lunches are eligible to have expenses of certain fees, specialized equipment, and specialized attire waived as provided by district policy.  All information provided in connection with this application will be kept confidential.  The waiver does not carry over from year to year and must be completed annually.

ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED ON THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED FOR THE FEE WAIVER APPLICATION TO BE PROCESSED

PLEASE PRINT:

Date Completed:_________________________

ParentGuardian:________________________________________________

StreetAddress:__________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________

Student Name(s)




School Attending

Grade

____________________________________
_____________________
_____

____________________________________
_____________________
_____

____________________________________
_____________________
_____

____________________________________
_____________________
_____

____________________________________
_____________________
_____

____________________________________
_____________________
_____
Your signature below is required for the release of information regarding the student or student’s family financial eligibility for the programs checked above.  Without your signature, this application cannot be processed.

Signature of parent or guardian:


Administrator Signature:

 ________________________                      _________________________

69
72
63

